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Growth Group StudieS for 2021 preachinG SerieS

ENTER THE LAND
MINI SERIES 4: coMMuNiTy of goD

We have spent most of this year travelling through the book of Joshua...Now, we come to our final 
mini-series called...“The Community of God”.1

As we enter the final mini-series in the Book of Joshua, we locate the Israelites as the land is divided, 
and they settle into life in the land as God’s people.  The Israelites have secured and stepped into 
the land that represented Gods promises to them; this is synonymous with them receiving their 
inheritance. Inheritance is a major theme in the story of Gods people. In the first half of Joshua 
the word occurs only once. However, in the final 11 chapters we find it 56 times, referring to the 
people finding their place and working out the realities of life in the Land God had given them. 
Through Joshua, God allocates his gift of land, peace, rest and promises to His people who are 
establishing themselves in Canaan.2

As a church this mini-series offer us an opportunity to reflect on the realities of receiving our 
inheritance in Christ. As the community of God in the Southwest of Christchurch, we are called 
to reflect him as we grow in our understanding of Christ, and in our relationship with each other. 

This mini-series focuses on what the book of Joshua and subsequent passages in the New Testament 
tell us about what it means to be the community of God, a people being built together, joint heirs 
to Gods promises given to us in Christ. We believe this series speaks directly into what it means for 
us as the people of Hope, to not just ‘Enter the land’, but to live fully out of our inheritance in Christ, 
as his people in this West Melton, Halkett, Rolleston and Hornby. 

Being the Community of God looks like...
1. Knowing our Inheritance. 
2. Following wholeheartedly
3. Being Beacons of Hope
4. Standing for the Lord 
5. Living a life of Worship
6. Passing on a legacy

We hope and pray that everything that God has been speaking to you, and to us as a church 
through the ‘Enter the Land’ series would come to fulfillment through in this final mini-series. That 
it would unify us as God’s people and mobilize us to go out and share the good news of Jesus in 
the places he calls us.
_______________________
 1Wiersbe, Be Strong.

 2“Study and Obey.”
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wEEk 1: kNowiNg ouR 
iNHERiTANcE

Key scripture: Joshua 14:1-5
Now these are the areas the Israelites received as an inheritance in the land of Canaan, which Eleazar 

the priest, Joshua son of Nun and the heads of the tribal clans of Israel allotted to them. 2 Their 
inheritances were assigned by lot to the nine and a half tribes, as the Lord had commanded through 

Moses. 3 Moses had granted the two and a half tribes their inheritance east of the Jordan but had 
not granted the Levites an inheritance among the rest, 4 for Joseph’s descendants had become two 
tribes—Manasseh and Ephraim. The Levites received no share of the land but only towns to live in, 
with pasturelands for their flocks and herds. 5 So the Israelites divided the land, just as the Lord had 

commanded Moses.

Supplementary scriptures: 
Hebrews 4:8-11
Ephesians 2:22
Ephesians 1:14

Romans 12:6-8: 6
Romans 8:17

1 Peter 1:4

diScuSSion QueStIonS:

Joshua 14:1-5 is a summary of what is happening through Joshua 13:1-19:51. In preparation, 
read through Joshua 13:1–19:51 while; 

• Noting down anything of interest
• Identify key themes that eventuate
• What valuable insights can you see?

Reflect on the following questions.

1. The inheritance for Joshua and the people of God is represented through the land. 
a. What other aspects of God’s inheritance for Joshua and the people are illuminated? 
b. As the Community of God in 2021 what is our inheritance?  

2. The inheritance is completed by casting lots. It seems a bit strange to us but: 
a. Where did the allocation take place (Joshua 19:51)? 
b. What does this tell us about who is the one allocating the inheritance? 
c. What does this teach Israel about their life in the land? 
d. What does this teach us about the allocation of God’s gifts to the Community of   
      God? 
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3. In the course of dividing up the land an ominous qualification is offered (Joshua 13:13; 
15:63; 16:10; 17:12-13). 
a. What is this refrain and what was the problem at the heart of it? 
b. How can this impact us stepping into our inheritance? 

4. The Levites weren’t given land, but rather “cities to dwell in: among the people” (14:4). 
Given the Levites priestly functions (Lev 10:11, Deut 33:8-11), including instruction in 
the law, what might we suppose was God’s intention in spreading them around? 

5. The Israelites were called to step into and live out of their inheritance. Reflect on the 
following questions as a group. 
a. What helps you step into and live out of your inheritance in Jesus Christ? 
b. What limits you stepping into and living out of your inheritance in Jesus Christ?

Finish by praying for one another and for individuals, families and Hope Presbyterian 
to know and live out of the inheritance that is offered in Christ.
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wEEk 2: foLLowiNg wHoLE 
HEARTEDLy

Key passage: Joshua 14:6-15
6 Now the people of Judah approached Joshua at Gilgal, and Caleb son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite 

said to him, “You know what the Lord said to Moses the man of God at Kadesh Barnea about you and 
me. 7 I was forty years old when Moses the servant of the Lord sent me from Kadesh Barnea to explore 
the land. And I brought him back a report according to my convictions, 8 but my fellow Israelites who 

went up with me made the hearts of the people melt in fear. I, however, followed the Lord my God 
wholeheartedly. 9 So on that day Moses swore to me, ‘The land on which your feet have walked will 
be your inheritance and that of your children forever, because you have followed the Lord my God 

wholeheartedly.’
10 “Now then, just as the Lord promised, he has kept me alive for forty-five years since the time he said 
this to Moses, while Israel moved about in the wilderness. So here I am today, eighty-five years old! 11 
I am still as strong today as the day Moses sent me out; I’m just as vigorous to go out to battle now as 

I was then. 12 Now give me this hill country that the Lord promised me that day. You yourself heard 
then that the Anakites were there and their cities were large and fortified, but, the Lord helping me, I 

will drive them out just as he said.”
13 Then Joshua blessed Caleb son of Jephunneh and gave him Hebron as his inheritance. 14 So 

Hebron has belonged to Caleb son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite ever since, because he followed the 
Lord, the God of Israel, wholeheartedly. 15 (Hebron used to be called Kiriath Arba after Arba, who was 

the greatest man among the Anakites.) Then the land had rest from war.

Supplementary scriptures: 
John 20:31

Hebrews 10:23

diScuSSion QueStIonS:

Caleb was one of the original 12 spies, standing along with Joshua 40 years earlier 
(Numbers 13:16 – 14:9). He remains confident in God’s promises and unwavering in the 
face of the inhabitants and the giants that stand before him. We can learn some things 
from Caleb as the Community of God steps into living in the land.

1. What similarities do you see in Caleb from the account of the 12 spies and the reading 
in Joshua 14:6-15? 

2. What is significant about the hill country that Caleb asked for and the Anakites? 

3. What does this teach us as we push forward as a Community of God into his plans and 
mission for us as a church? 

4. What is meant by “wholly followed the LORD” (Joshua 14:8, 9, 14).
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5. How does Caleb’s life teach us to follow the Lord wholly? 

6. Why would Caleb take on the giants and what does that say about his trust in the Lord? 

7. Age was no barrier as Caleb steps out with confidence due to his faith in God? What 
barriers can we allow that prevents us from following Christ whole-heartedly. 

8. What does Caleb’s lineage (Joshua 14:6) teach us about Israel’s purpose to be a blessing 
to all nations and how does that apply to us? (Caleb’s story goes back much further than 
we might think. Caleb is a Kenizzite (14:6), one of the tribes mentioned in the string of 
peoples inhabiting the land when God promised it to Abraham (Gen 15:18-210)). 

Pray for each other, for Hope Presbyterian Church, that we would step confidently 
into what God has in store. Pray that we would remain strong in our faith and we 
would wholly follow the Lord. Ask God to speak to you about any giants that might 
stand in the way for you. Thank God for his faithfulness and that he never leaves or 
forsakes his people. 
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wEEk 3: bEiNg bEAcoNS of 
HopE

Key scripture: Joshua 20
Then the Lord said to Joshua: 2 “Tell the Israelites to designate the cities of refuge, as I instructed you 
through Moses, 3 so that anyone who kills a person accidentally and unintentionally may flee there 
and find protection from the avenger of blood. 4 When they flee to one of these cities, they are to stand 
in the entrance of the city gate and state their case before the elders of that city. Then the elders are 
to admit the fugitive into their city and provide a place to live among them. 5 If the avenger of blood 
comes in pursuit, the elders must not surrender the fugitive, because the fugitive killed their neighbor 
unintentionally and without malice aforethought. 6 They are to stay in that city until they have stood 
trial before the assembly and until the death of the high priest who is serving at that time. Then they 

may go back to their own home in the town from which they fled.”

7 So they set apart Kedesh in Galilee in the hill country of Naphtali, Shechem in the hill country of 
Ephraim, and Kiriath Arba (that is, Hebron) in the hill country of Judah. 8 East of the Jordan (on the 
other side from Jericho) they designated Bezer in the wilderness on the plateau in the tribe of Reuben, 
Ramoth in Gilead in the tribe of Gad, and Golan in Bashan in the tribe of Manasseh. 9 Any of the Israelites 
or any foreigner residing among them who killed someone accidentally could flee to these designated 

cities and not be killed by the avenger of blood prior to standing trial before the assembly.

Supplementary scriptures: 
Matthew 5:14

Ephesians 3:10
Isaiah 49:6

diScuSSion QueStIonS:  

Just as there were cities of refuge for the people of Israel, so the Community of God is a 
Beacon of Hope for the world. As a group: 

• Pray and ask God to speak to you through his word and by the power of His Holy 
Spirit. 

• Take 5 minutes to read Joshua 20 individually in silence. Note down and highlight 
and key words or statements. 

• Take 5 minutes to reflect on the word.
• Gather and discuss the following…

1. The chapter opens with a command from the Lord to appoint cities of refuge according 
to Moses’ instruction. Read the background to this in Numbers 35:9-34. What factors 
distinguish murder from manslaughter? 
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2. What was the purpose of the cities of refuge and what does this passage teach us 
about God? 

3. What is significant about the person who has committed manslaughter being able to 
leave after the death of the High Priest? 
a. How does this point to the work of Jesus Christ on the cross?   
b. What are some comparisons and contrasts between cities of refuge and our 
salvation in Jesus Christ? 

4. As a community of God how can we be cities of refuge (Beacons of Hope) for the 
people around us? 
a. What is the hope that we have? 
b. How can we share this with people around us?

Pray that in Christ’s power and strength we would be beacons of Hope for our 
friends, family and community that God has placed us in. Knowing that our ultimate 
Hope for the future is found in Him.
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wEEk 4: STANDiNg foR THE 
LoRD

Key scripture: Joshua 22:1-34
22 Then Joshua summoned the Reubenites, the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh 2 and said to 
them, “You have done all that Moses the servant of the Lord commanded, and you have obeyed me 
in everything I commanded. 3 For a long time now—to this very day—you have not deserted your 
fellow Israelites but have carried out the mission the Lord your God gave you. 4 Now that the Lord 

your God has given them rest as he promised, return to your homes in the land that Moses the servant 
of the Lord gave you on the other side of the Jordan. 5 But be very careful to keep the commandment 

and the law that Moses the servant of the Lord gave you: to love the Lord your God, to walk in 
obedience to him, to keep his commands, to hold fast to him and to serve him with all your heart and 

with all your soul.”

6 Then Joshua blessed them and sent them away, and they went to their homes. 7 (To the half-tribe 
of Manasseh Moses had given land in Bashan, and to the other half of the tribe Joshua gave land 

on the west side of the Jordan along with their fellow Israelites.) When Joshua sent them home, he 
blessed them, 8 saying, “Return to your homes with your great wealth—with large herds of livestock, 

with silver, gold, bronze and iron, and a great quantity of clothing—and divide the plunder from your 
enemies with your fellow Israelites.” 9 So the Reubenites, the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh 
left the Israelites at Shiloh in Canaan to return to Gilead, their own land, which they had acquired in 

accordance with the command of the Lord through Moses.

10 When they came to Geliloth near the Jordan in the land of Canaan, the Reubenites, the Gadites 
and the half-tribe of Manasseh built an imposing altar there by the Jordan. 11 And when the Israelites 

heard that they had built the altar on the border of Canaan at Geliloth near the Jordan on the 
Israelite side, 12 the whole assembly of Israel gathered at Shiloh to go to war against them. 13 So the 
Israelites sent Phinehas son of Eleazar, the priest, to the land of Gilead—to Reuben, Gad and the half-

tribe of Manasseh. 14 With him they sent ten of the chief men, one from each of the tribes of Israel, 
each the head of a family division among the Israelite clans.

15 When they went to Gilead—to Reuben, Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh—they said to them: 
16 “The whole assembly of the Lord says: ‘How could you break faith with the God of Israel like this? 
How could you turn away from the Lord and build yourselves an altar in rebellion against him now? 

17 Was not the sin of Peor enough for us? Up to this very day we have not cleansed ourselves from 
that sin, even though a plague fell on the community of the Lord! 18 And are you now turning away 

from the Lord?

“‘If you rebel against the Lord today, tomorrow he will be angry with the whole community of Israel. 
19 If the land you possess is defiled, come over to the Lord’s land, where the Lord’s tabernacle stands, 

and share the land with us. But do not rebel against the Lord or against us by building an altar for 
yourselves, other than the altar of the Lord our God. 20 When Achan son of Zerah was unfaithful in 

regard to the devoted things, did not wrath come on the whole community of Israel? He was not the 
only one who died for his sin.’”
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21 Then Reuben, Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh replied to the heads of the clans of Israel: 22 
“The Mighty One, God, the Lord! The Mighty One, God, the Lord! He knows! And let Israel know! If 

this has been in rebellion or disobedience to the Lord, do not spare us this day. 23 If we have built our 
own altar to turn away from the Lord and to offer burnt offerings and grain offerings, or to sacrifice 

fellowship offerings on it, may the Lord himself call us to account.

24 “No! We did it for fear that some day your descendants might say to ours, ‘What do you have to 
do with the Lord, the God of Israel? 25 The Lord has made the Jordan a boundary between us and 

you—you Reubenites and Gadites! You have no share in the Lord.’ So your descendants might cause 
ours to stop fearing the Lord. 26 “That is why we said, ‘Let us get ready and build an altar—but not 

for burnt offerings or sacrifices.’ 27 On the contrary, it is to be a witness between us and you and 
the generations that follow, that we will worship the Lord at his sanctuary with our burnt offerings, 

sacrifices and fellowship offerings. Then in the future your descendants will not be able to say to ours, 
‘You have no share in the Lord.’

28 “And we said, ‘If they ever say this to us, or to our descendants, we will answer: Look at the replica 
of the Lord’s altar, which our ancestors built, not for burnt offerings and sacrifices, but as a witness 

between us and you.’ 29 “Far be it from us to rebel against the Lord and turn away from him today by 
building an altar for burnt offerings, grain offerings and sacrifices, other than the altar of the Lord our 

God that stands before his tabernacle.”

30 When Phinehas the priest and the leaders of the community—the heads of the clans of the 
Israelites—heard what Reuben, Gad and Manasseh had to say, they were pleased. 31 And Phinehas 

son of Eleazar, the priest, said to Reuben, Gad and Manasseh, “Today we know that the Lord is 
with us, because you have not been unfaithful to the Lord in this matter. Now you have rescued 
the Israelites from the Lord’s hand.” 32 Then Phinehas son of Eleazar, the priest, and the leaders 

returned to Canaan from their meeting with the Reubenites and Gadites in Gilead and reported to 
the Israelites. 33 They were glad to hear the report and praised God. And they talked no more about 
going to war against them to devastate the country where the Reubenites and the Gadites lived. 34 

And the Reubenites and the Gadites gave the altar this name: A Witness Between Us—that the Lord is 
God.

Supplementary scriptures: 
1 Corinthians 13:6-8 (Amplified Bible)

1 Corinthians 15:58
1 Corinthians 16:13

diScuSSion QueStIonS:  

The conquest is over and the land has been divided among the tribes. The eastern 
tribes head back to cross the Jordan river and return home. However, the story takes an 
unexpected twist to one of the most intense moments in the book. It is a reminder to us 
that within the Community of God not everything moves along smoothly but we are to 
stand for the Lord and work with the issues as they arise. …. “ Bearing with each other and 
forgive one another as the Lord forgave you.”
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1. Read Joshua 22:1-34. 

2. Joshua commends the people of the eastern tribe for a job well done. We want to be 
a community of God that encourage one another. Does this come naturally to you? If 
not, why not? How can this change. 

3. Using Joshua’s speech, especially verse 5 as a guide, what does God require of his 
people? 
a.   How do you apply this to your daily life? 
b.   What does it look like to hold fast to God and what is the relevance for today? 
c.   How does this relate to the passage in Deuteronomy 6:10-19? 

4. The people of the western tribes are suspicious of the altar of the eastern tribes and 
declare war on the eastern tribes. 
a.   How does this relate to Joshua’s opening message in  verses 1-5. 
b.   What is the background for their concern in seeing an altar being built by their      
fellow Israelites? (Deut 12:1-14) 
c.   What does the response of the western tribes indicate about their spiritual 
condition? 
d.   Are they justified in their approach? 
e.   In what way did the western tribes demonstrate wisdom in this confrontation. In 
what way did they demonstrate grace? 

5. How does this apply to us today as a Community of God? 
a.   How was internal strife and war averted? 
b.   Are there instances where wisdom is needed in your relationships? 
c.   Where do you need to extend grace? 

6. As a Community of God how can we look to encourage each other and look for the 
best in one another? 
a.   How do we maintain unity in times of concern? 
b.   What learnings can we take from this event? 
c.   How do we see the Colossians 3:12-14 in this situation?

12Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13Bear with each other and 
forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord 
forgave you. 14And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in 
perfect unity.

Finish by praying for one another.
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wEEk 5: LiviNg A LifE of 
woRSHip

Key scripture: Joshua 23:6-11
6 “Be very strong; be careful to obey all that is written in the Book of the Law of Moses, without 

turning aside to the right or to the left. 7 Do not associate with these nations that remain among you; 
do not invoke the names of their gods or swear by them. You must not serve them or bow down to 

them. 8 But you are to hold fast to the Lord your God, as you have until now.

9 “The Lord has driven out before you great and powerful nations; to this day no one has been able to 
withstand you. 10 One of you routs a thousand, because the Lord your God fights for you, just as he 

promised. 11 So be very careful to love the Lord your God.

Supplementary scriptures: 
1 Corinthians 10:31

Luke 4:8

diScuSSion QueStIonS:  

As Joshua comes to the end of his time leading the people of Israel he makes a farewell 
speech to the leaders of Israel in Joshua 23. The emphasis is on ensuring the leaders 
model and uphold the worship of the one true God to future generations. As you come to 
read Joshua 23:

• Spend some time in prayer as a group. Ask God to illuminate his word to you 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

• Read the scripture in silence and then take turns reading it aloud. 
• Reflect on Gods call for you as a leader of your family, friends, workplace and 

community. 

1. Why did Joshua call all the rulers of the people together? 

2. What was the basic content of his message? 

3. Considering the history of Israel what is Joshua’s main concern? 

4. How does the idea of worshipping God connect to Joshua 23? 

5. What is your underlying understanding of worship? 

6. What do you think of the statement “Everyone worships something?”
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 a.   How do we see this reflected in our society?  
 b.   Why can it be difficult to keep God as the focus of our worship? 
 c.  How does the statement “For our fight is not against flesh and blood but against 
powers and principalities” apply in this situation? 

7.   What are the outcomes for the people of God who worship other gods?

8.   Have you ever realized your focus of worship (value and worth) has shifted from God? 
Reflect and then share briefly.

9.   How does the cross of Jesus Christ provide an answer and a living hope for this world?
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wEEk 6: pASSiNg oN A LEgAcy
Key scripture: Joshua 24:14-18

14 “Now fear the Lord and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your ancestors 
worshiped beyond the Euphrates River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. 15 But if serving the Lord 

seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods 
your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. 

But as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.”

16 Then the people answered, “Far be it from us to forsake the Lord to serve other gods! 17 It was the 
Lord our God himself who brought us and our parents up out of Egypt, from that land of slavery, and 
performed those great signs before our eyes. He protected us on our entire journey and among all the 
nations through which we travelled. 18 And the Lord drove out before us all the nations, including the 

Amorites, who lived in the land. We too will serve the Lord, because he is our God.”

Supplementary scriptures: 
Luke 1:50

Ephesians 3:21
Deuteronomy 6:5-9

diScuSSion QueStIonS:  

We come to the final chapter in Joshua. Joshua first spoke to the rulers in Joshua 23 and 
now he would speak to all the people – It was important to speak to both groups. The 
leaders had a special responsibility to shepherd the congregation to follow the Lord. 
But everyone had a personal responsibility to follow the Lord themselves. The personal 
responsibility is reflected in the fact that Joshua wanted to talk to all people. 

Joshua presented the Israelites with a clear choice. Serve God or serve idols. Obey God or 
not. They could not serve two masters. They could not keep one foot in God’s kingdom 
and one foot in the world’s. It was time to commit. Were they willing to go all in? Nobody 
could make this decision for them. Joshua could not make it for them. Neither could the 
elders. Neither could the group make it for the group. Each person was faced with the 
decision on their own. 

Read Joshua 24.

1. Why did Joshua  review the history of Israel? What lessons could they (and we) learn 
from their history? 

2. What can we learn by reviewing the histories of our and our family’s lives?
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3. What choice did Joshua give them in verse 15? Why is this verse famous? 

4. What attitude does Joshua show in this verse with the words “but as for me and my 
house, we will serve the Lord?” 

5. What was his point when he asked people whom they will serve? How does this link to 
our session on ‘A Life of Worship?’ 

6. Why didn’t the next generation know the Lord and what he has done for Israel? 
a.   Read Judges 2:10-13. 
b.   How can we avoid this mistake? 

7. As a Community of God how do we develop relationships across the generations that 
assist in growing people in faith? 

8. How do you see the role of mentoring relationships like Moses had with Joshua in 
fulfilling a role of faith development? 

9. Have you made your choice? When? Is making this choice once enough? Are you doing 
it?

Pray for our community that people would come into a personal relationship with 
God. Pray for the children at Hope that they would choose to follow Christ. Intercede 
for our young people and those who once lived out of an active faith that they 
would come to know the Living God.
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NoTES:
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