
 

Week Three Prayer Diary: 
Prayerfully Enter the Land with VICTORY 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3 Weeks of Prayer 
“Prayerfully Enter the Land” 

January 17th, 24th & 31st 
 

Our Theme for 2021 is “Enter the Land”. We are continuing to build upon the 
previous two years of “Get Ready” and “Ready, Set, Go”, and now believe God is 
calling us both individually and corporately as a church to take action, to step into 
the new land God has for us. We ground this theme in both the story of Joshua in 
the Old Testament and its parallel or ‘sister’ New Testament letter, Ephesians. 

In this context, the use of the metaphor of land means ‘the purpose and promise of 
God’. To “enter the land” is actively partnering with God to see God’s Kingdom come 
and will be done on earth as in heaven. 

When we speak of entering the land, it is not a literal, physical location, but rather 
as ‘whenua’, that holds a deeper sense of spiritual identity and destiny.  So, in 
“entering the land” we are wanting to step into our identity as followers of Christ, 
and the destiny God has for us. To intentionally learn and live in the promise and 
purpose of God for each one of us and together as a church community. In 
partnering with God to see God’s Kingdom come, we are acknowledging God’s ‘tino 
rangatiratanga’ (absolute sovereignty) and seeking to live this out in all parts of our 
lives. This is what we mean to “enter the land.” 

 

The following devotional and prayer guide is divided up into three sections for 
each day.  

• The first section is a brief bible passage and reflection.  
• The second is corporate prayer for our church and to use in prayer 

meetings, or if praying together with others.  
• The third section is for personal reflection and prayer. 

 



MONDAY 
Read Joshua 6:1-7 

From https://bible.org/seriespage/5-destroying-fortresses-victory-jericho-joshua-61-27  

 
Introduction 
A plan for conquering the land of Canaan with its fortified cities and giants was, of course, 
crucial, but God never leaves His people to their own strategies. He comes to their aid with His 
own divinely-provided plan. Indeed, we are repeatedly warned in Scripture against leaning on 
our own understanding or plans (Proverbs 3:5-6; Jeremiah 9:23-24; 17:5). 

 

1. THE PLAN FOR VICTORY (6:1-7) 
 

If Joshua had met with his military advisors, no one would have come up with this plan. The 
plan set forth by the Lord in chapter 6 certainly illustrates the principle of a number of 
passages from the Bible like Proverbs 14:12 and Isaiah 55:8f. God’s plan of salvation and 
deliverance is not a plan that man would design if he could or could if he would because of his 
basic alienation from God and proneness to depend on his own solutions. So today, men are 
prone to believe in a plan of salvation and sanctification that in some way or another 
introduces works into the equation rather than faith alone in Christ alone. Such a gospel is 
called by some easy believism when the truth is simple trust in Christ is not easy; it goes 
against the very grain of man’s makeup. 

The directions given to Joshua by God for the conquest of Jericho obviously seem strange 
when compared to any human strategy men would devise, but only if we fail to think in biblical 
terms of the life of faith and man’s inherent inability to accomplish his own salvation or 
sanctification. Joshua 6, therefore, illustrates several vital concepts for walking by faith and 
dealing with the spiritual enemies we face in this life.  

The promise from the Lord. (Vs.2) Before the Lord outlined His plan, He graciously assured 
Joshua of victory. Note the emphasis: “See, I have given.” Joshua was commanded to see, 
understand, and so reflect on the fact, as a matter of confidence, that Yahweh had already 
given them victory.  Likewise, over and over again in the New Testament, we are assured of 
our triumph over sin and Satan. “But thanks be to God, who always leads us in His triumph in 
Christ, and manifests through us the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him in every place” (2 
Corinthians 2:14). See also Romans 6:1-14; Colossians 2:6-15. 

 The principles to note. (vs 3) This battle plan is highly unusual to say the least. The ordinary 
methods and weapons of warfare like battering rams or scaling ladders or towers were not to 

https://bible.org/seriespage/5-destroying-fortresses-victory-jericho-joshua-61-27


be used at all. Rather, Joshua and his men were to employ God’s plan of victory as outlined in 
verses 3-7.  Though this procedure would never be employed again with other cities, it would 
serve to teach Israel and God’s people of all ages that though we have human responsibilities 
in tearing down the strongholds raised up against the knowledge of God, victory is dependent 
on two things: God’s power and faith and faithfulness to His directions or plan. 

The number seven figures prominently in this chapter. In fact, it is used eleven times. Seven 
priests, with seven trumpets were to march around the city seven days with seven trips 
around the city on the seventh day. Seven is a significant number in Scripture: (a) It signifies 
perfection or completion which reminds us that God’s plan, no matter how foolish it may 
seem to us, is always perfect and cannot be improved upon by man (first cf. 1 Corinthians 
1:18f and then Romans 12:2; 11:33-36). (b) Further, the number seven shows that the 
conquest was part of a spiritual exercise or process designed to set the people apart (sanctify 
them) for the Lord as a holy people who belong to a holy God. (c) Because of the significance 
of the number seven to creation and the Sabbath and the fact they were entering into their 
inheritance, it undoubtedly signified the beginning of a new order and the land as a picture of 
the believer’s rest in the Lord (see Hebrews 4). 

The use of the blaring trumpets adds significant spiritual overtones. These trumpets could 
produce only a few notes. They were used mainly as an instrument of signal. They were used 
at the time of jubilee in connection with the religious feasts to proclaim the worship and 
presence of God and they were used in military contexts. Both concepts are applicable here. 
Here they signaled both God’s presence and announced Jericho’s impending doom. This was 
not just a military undertaking, the trumpets declared that the Lord of heaven and earth was 
present to tear down the walls of Jericho. 

 

Corporate Prayer  

• Give thanks to God for the promise and hope of victory we have in Christ.  
• Spend time asking God for the church leadership to have open ears and hearts to hear 

God’s plans and strategy.  
• Pray for wisdom and courage to follow the Lord’s direction no matter how unusual it 

may seem. 

 

Personal Reflection  

We each have our Jericho or Ai that stands in the way of our ability to possess our inheritance 
in Christ; virtual strongholds that impede our spiritual progress. It may be a weakness in our 
character, a physical infirmity, it may be indifference to spiritual things in general or to a 



specific area we are neglecting. It could be materialism or some life-dominating pattern. It may 
be a difficulty at one’s place of work, in the home, with a particular personality, or it may be a 
financial burden. Regardless of the nature of our Jericho, we must realize victory always comes 
through God’s plan of deliverance—never ours. 

Spend time praying/ journaling areas you sense could be your own ’Jericho’ that is hindering 
your growth in Christ and moving forward to enter the promised land.  

Thank God for victory God has won for us through Christ.  

 

NOTES: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TUESDAY 

Read Joshua 6:8-27 
 

2. THE PATH TO VICTORY (6:8-21) 
 

These verses give us the sequence of events from the first day’s march around the city to the 
last day and the collapse of the wall. The statement about the men being able to charge 
“straight ahead” calls our attention to the fact that they were able to charge in from all around 
the city. There were not just one or two breaches in the wall where soldiers were able to pour 
into the city. The whole wall around the city collapsed, with the exception of the portion 
where Rahab’s house was located. 
 

The Prior Preparation 

We should not forget that these instructions and the events of this chapter were preceded by 
a number of things God used to prepare the people to believe and obey Him. Israel had been 
prepared to trust the Lord by the events of the first chapters and their consecration to the 
Lord, especially in chapter 5. I am reminded of Luke 16:10, “He who is faithful in a very little 
thing is faithful also in much; and he who is unrighteous in a very little thing is unrighteous also 
in much.” Spiritual preparation and obedience is fundamental to appropriate God’s strength in 
exchange for our weakness.  

 
The Priority of Silence 

Can you imagine the difficulty of this? Several hundred thousand people marching around the 
city without a word, not even a whisper! There were the priests with their trumpets, those 
with the ark, the armed men and then the rest of the people. This may have included the 
women and children as well. If this was the case, the silence may be even a bigger miracle than 
the walls falling down! 

The passage does not tell us why they were to be silent, but perhaps it illustrates and teaches 
the principle of being silent before God and just resting in Him. Does any passage come to 
mind? What about Exodus 14:14, “The Lord will fight for you while you keep silent.” Then 
there is Psalm 46:10-11 which reads: “Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among 
the nations, I will be exalted in the earth. The LORD Almighty is with us …” As this Psalm 
suggests, the silence teaches us the need to get quiet, to stop our running around that we may 
rest quietly in Him as we think on Him in the midst of our trials and conquests in life. Our 
tendency is to gripe and complain to others or seek our comfort from people more than we 
talk to God and seek our comfort from Him. 
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The Principle of Obedience Through Faith 

Regardless how unusual the plan was or how hard it was to carry out, there was explicit 
obedience. We read in Hebrews 11:30, “by faith the walls of Jericho fell down …” In spite of 
the taunts that were perhaps hurled down at them from the walls as they marched silently 
around Jericho, they were willing to look foolish and simply rest in the Lord. He was their 
source of strength. If we want to overcome our obstacles and testings, we must submit to 
God’s way by faith. 

 

The Principle of Endurance 

“A river cuts through rock, not because of its power but because of its persistence.” James N. 
Watkins 

Joshua’s command in verse 10, “You shall not shout nor let your voice be heard, nor let a word 
proceed out of your mouth, until the day I tell you, ‘Shout!’” shows the people must have 
understood God’s plan would involve more than one day. Yet, a careful reading of the text also 
suggest Joshua did not unfold the entire plan at the first, but day by day gave them 
instructions. Each day they would go out and march silently around the city and then return 
with nothing happening. The walls were still standing and Jericho had not surrendered. Yet, 
they did not murmur or complain or question Joshua’s instructions. They simply obeyed day 
after day until the seventh day when they marched around the city seven times. At the 
command of Joshua on the seventh day they gave the great shout and the walls came 
tumbling down by the mighty hand of God. Is it not significant that Hebrews 11:30, which says, 
“by faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they had been circled seven days,” is followed in 
the next chapter, 12:1-2, with a charge to run the race set before us with endurance by 
looking unto Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith? This remind us that the Lord often 
works slowly. We want immediate deliverance, but the Lord often tests our faith and in the 
process builds our character and our relationship with Him so we find the Lord to be what we 
really need. 

2 Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 3 knowing that the 
testing of your faith produces endurance. 4 And let endurance have its perfect result, that you 
may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing (James 1:2-4). 

Too often we want immediate solutions and all our needs and wants met so we do not have to 
wait on the Lord and trust Him. We want to trust in our health, our bank accounts, our 
position in the community, our reputation, in our talent, education, and abilities. We don’t 
want to trust the Lord alone. For a good illustration of this compare Naaman’s response when 
he was told he would have to wash seven times in the Jordan river (2 Kings 5:11-14). Cleansing 
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only came to Naaman when he humbled himself and washed seven times, not four or five or 
even six, but seven. See also Psalm 62:1-8 and the emphasis there of the need for us to wait 
patiently to find rest, not in our quick solutions, but in God alone. Surely, the Lord was 
teaching Israel the need to wait patiently to find their rest in Him. 

 

3. THE PROMISE IN VICTORY (6:22-27) 
 

In these final verses we see some marvelous facts about God and His dealings with people.  

First, they demonstrate God’s faithfulness to His Word; they remind us that God, who is 
immutable and cannot lie, is also absolutely faithful (cf. James 1:17). The promises to Rahab 
were kept—she and her family were delivered. While it is not stated, evidently that part of the 
wall on which Rahab’s house was built did not collapse. 

Second, they demonstrate God’s grace and mercy. God’s love and plan of salvation is open to 
anyone who calls on the name of the Lord (John 3:16; 2 Peter 3:9; Romans 10:11-13). 

Third, in keeping with His faithfulness to keep His promises, the prophecy against any who 
would seek to rebuild Jericho (vs. 26), also demonstrates God’s severity and the surety of His 
Word. The prophecy of verse 26 came to be fulfilled in the days of Ahab (see 1 Kings 16:34). 
Jericho was occupied sporadically after its destruction, but never to the previous degree. 

 

WHAT STANDS OUT FOR YOU FROM THIS READING AND WHY? 

Discuss or think about the below questions: 

• In this season what are some specific things that could be as ‘Jericho’ for us as a church?  
• What are practical ways we can encourage each other to hold onto the promises of God 

and to remain faithful in obedience? 
• What would it mean for us to ‘blow our trumpets’?  (e.g. just a few clear notes – focus) 

 

Corporate Prayer 

• Pray for a fresh reminder of the promises of God for our church family. Think back and 
give thanks for the faithfulness of God in years leading up to now.  

• Pray for new stronger faith for our church families - for their marriages, in their 
parenting, for other relationships.  

• Pray for our young adults and youth to grow in wisdom and obedience to God. 
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• Pray for our children to grow in personal and genuine faith in Christ.    

 

Personal Reflection 

Spend time praying or journaling a prayer based on the reading from Joshua Ch 6 or use the 
one below to begin.  

Heavenly Father, what a wonderful display of faith we see in this historical account of Joshua's 
victory over Jericho. I pray that I may trust in You with all my heart and not lean on my own 
ideas and understanding. I pray that I may follow Your leading and guidance even when things 
look dark and difficult. Thank You, that You are a God who can be trusted and thank You that 
every battle I face is not down to my strength or ingenuity, but rests entirely on You and Your 
precious promises to me. Thank You in Jesus name, AMEN. 

 Source: https://prayer.knowing-jesus.com/Joshua 

 

NOTES: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://prayer.knowing-jesus.com/Joshua


WEDNESDAY 
 

Read Psalm 42 & 43 (thought to originally be one psalm together) silently.  

Think about and/or discuss the following 

• As a follower of Christ, how do we define victory?  
• We are promised ultimate victory in Christ, however what about when victory does not 

seem to be happening now or anytime soon!? 

 

Corporate Prayer 

• Prayer for those within our congregations who are in seasons of dryness. Who are 
feeling far from God. Who do not see any victory in sight. 

• Pray for hope, strength and life. 
• Pray for fresh vision.   

You could play the worship song ‘Great are you Lord’ (begins “You give life, You are love. You 
bring light to the darkness, You give hope, You restore, any heart that is broken....”) 

 

Personal Reflection   

Go to this link for a poem based on Psalm 42 to use as a basis for prayer: 

https://hellopoetry.com/poem/598066/well-psalm-42/ 

Spend time praying/writing out your own prayer based on Psalm 42.  

Ask God for the fresh water of His Spirit to revive and restore any areas of dryness.  

Thank God for His presence and faithfulness even when it is not ’felt’.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://hellopoetry.com/poem/598066/well-psalm-42/


NOTES: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THURSDAY 
 

Read 2 Corinthians 4:7-18 together and discuss the following. 

Often we get so caught up in the here and now that we forget to have an eternal perspective. 
Paul reminds us that our bodies (clay jars) may be wasting away, but we still have hope for 
eternity with God. This eternal perspective is very important as we step out to ‘enter the land’ 
and helps us view our heartache, loss, and hurt as incomparable to the eternal weight of glory. 
This doesn’t take all the pain or sorrow away from life, but it does give us hope. 

Because of God’s power demonstrated in Paul’s life he was able to confidently say he can be 
pressed but not crushed, perplexed but not despaired, persecuted but not abandoned, and 
struck down but not destroyed.  

Preacher and theologian John Piper writes: “This means that the decaying of his body was not 
meaningless. The pain and pressure and frustration and affliction were not happening in vain. 
They were not vanishing into a black hole of pointless suffering. Instead, this affliction was 
producing for Paul an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison. The unseen thing that 
Paul looked at to renew his inner man was the immense weight of glory that was being 
prepared for him not just after, but through and by, the wasting away of his body.… When he 
is hurting, he fixes his eyes not on how heavy the hurt is, but on how heavy the glory will be 
because of the hurt.” 

 

OPTIONAL EXTRA 

Discuss the following questions together.  

Think of and share a time in your life when you felt God’s power carrying you through a 
difficult situation.  

• How has your endurance through difficult or suffering helped enhance your witness for 
Christ?  

• How would you explain to a non-believer the difference between suffering for the sake 
of the Gospel and suffering because of poor life choices? 

•  In what ways can one being overly content with this current world lead to a lack of 
hope for being with God?  

• In the midst of pain how are we able to keep our eyes fixed on the promise of future 
glory? What are practical ways you keep your eyes fixed on God? 

 



Corporate Prayer 

• Pray together for those in our congregation who are currently in a season of suffering.  
• For those who are struggling with physical sickness or pain.  
• For those who are in a difficult emotional situation, or for financial/ job difficulties. Pray 

they will sense a new hope of ‘entering the land’ of God’s promise and purpose. 

Thank God for His hope and faithfulness even in the struggle. 

 

Personal Reflection 

In April 2016, there was an enormous treasure found in Spain. In the town of Tomares, Spain 
construction workers stumbled upon a treasure trove of ancient Roman coins. While digging at 
a construction site the workers found 19 clay jars. From the outside these jars looked fairly 
unimpressive. It wasn’t until one of the jars broke that they saw each jar was filled with Roman 
coins dating back to the 3rd and 4th centuries. This treasure was stored in plain, ordinary clay 
jars. By looking at the jars no one would even consider that they contained a treasure.  

In 2 Corinthians the Apostle Paul compares the human body to clay jars. We are temples of the 
Spirit of God.  

• When you look at fellow believers or yourself do you just see what is on the outside or 
do you see someone containing an eternity impacting message? 

Think of or share a time in your life when you felt God’s power carrying you through a difficult 
situation.  

• Paul’s faith has grown from his experiences. At one point he was in despair and now he 
can say that he is not. In what ways can your faith grow during a hardship if you keep an 
eternal perspective?  

• What are other verses you find encouraging when you are feeling discouraged? Write 
down and/or pray through some of these verses. Perhaps stick them in places you will 
see often.  

• Is there someone else you know that comes to mind when you think of suffering? 
Perhaps you could send them a card with a verse of encouragement and pray for them. 

 

 

 

 



NOTES: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FRIDAY 
Read Isaiah 65:17-25 & Revelation 21:1-4  

Read aloud yourself or listen to 2 people read each passage. Then have a 5 minute time of 
silent reflection asking God to speak from the passages. 

Take time to think about, share or journal what you sense God is saying.  

 

Corporate Prayer 

Use the above reflections as a basis for prayer for our Hope Church Family.  
Finish with a time to pray a blessing over our congregation; that they would know and 
experience fresh vision, new valor and ongoing victory as we seek to follow God to enter the 
land of His promise and purpose for 2021 and beyond.   
 
 
Personal Reflection 

• What area in your life do you most need to know a fresh ‘newness’ of God?  
• Where do you need to see victory for yourself or your close family/ friend? 
• What action could you take to ‘enter the land’ in your own personal vison, in valor and 

in victory?  

 

Some suggestions: - Commit to talk and pray with someone (or a small group) regularly, that 
you respect and trust. 

• Look up and book in an appointment with a Spiritual Director, or Christian Life Coach.  
• Commit to attending a Growth Group for 2021. 

 

Speak out and/or write down your own prayer based on the above questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NOTES: 
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