
 

Week Two Prayer Diary: 
Prayerfully Enter the Land with VALOUR 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3 Weeks of Prayer 
“Prayerfully Enter the Land” 

January 17th, 24th & 31st 
 

Our Theme for 2021 is “Enter the Land”. We are continuing to build upon the 
previous two years of “Get Ready” and “Ready, Set, Go”, and now believe God is 
calling us both individually and corporately as a church to take action, to step into 
the new land God has for us. We ground this theme in both the story of Joshua in 
the Old Testament and its parallel or ‘sister’ New Testament letter, Ephesians. 

In this context, the use of the metaphor of land means ‘the purpose and promise of 
God’. To “enter the land” is actively partnering with God to see God’s Kingdom come 
and will be done on earth as in heaven. 

When we speak of entering the land, it is not a literal, physical location, but rather 
as ‘whenua’, that holds a deeper sense of spiritual identity and destiny.  So, in 
“entering the land” we are wanting to step into our identity as followers of Christ, 
and the destiny God has for us. To intentionally learn and live in the promise and 
purpose of God for each one of us and together as a church community. In 
partnering with God to see God’s Kingdom come, we are acknowledging God’s ‘tino 
rangatiratanga’ (absolute sovereignty) and seeking to live this out in all parts of our 
lives. This is what we mean to “enter the land.” 

 

The following devotional and prayer guide is divided up into three sections for 
each day.  

• The first section is a brief bible passage and reflection.  
• The second is corporate prayer for our church and to use in prayer 

meetings, or if praying together with others.  
• The third section is for personal reflection and prayer. 

 



MONDAY 

Read Joshua 3:1-17 

The first time God lead the people into a body of water was in the crossing of the Red Sea 
(Exodus 14:5-31). However, this was relatively easy as God went ahead of them through 
Moses in commanding the sea to split apart first and then the people entered to cross the 
floor of the seabed.  

This second time God commands the people to cross the raging, flooded Jordan River requires 
much more trust. The priests are asked to carry the ark of the covenant into the waters and to 
stand there. Once they obeyed, the waters were stopped flowing and the people crossed over 
on dry ground.  

So it may be with us as we seek to “enter the land”; to live out the promise and purposes of 
God both in our own lives and together as a church in our communities. We may be called to 
step into the ‘raging river’; to take a step of faith and trust, before seeing the outcome. We 
may feel called to do what seems ridiculous or what nobody understands. It might even be 
told that it is impossible. And yet still this call to step out radiates through our hearts.  

Read Joshua 1:6-9 

• What phrase is repeated 3 times?  
• What could the ‘raging river’ represent for our church? What are the things that may 

seem impossible, and preventing us from entering the land?   

 

Corporate Prayer 

• Pray about the above ‘rivers’, seemly impossibly situations, or things that may be 
hindering us as a church.   

• Pray for open ears to hear God’s wisdom and leading. 
• Pray for courage and strength to follow the direction of God no matter how risky or 

impossible.  
• Pray for faith and trust in the promise and purpose God has for us a church.  

 

Personal Reflection 

Pray and/or journal the following 

• What is your own personal ‘river’ God is calling you to face?  



• Who do you have to walk beside you as you step out in faith? Who can pray with you 
and encourage you to ‘be strong and courageous’? 

• Surrender any fear that prevents or limits your trust in God. 

You could spend time listening to the worship song “No longer slaves”. Stand in faith and sing 
“I’m no longer a slave to fear” and” You split the sea so I can walk right through it, my fears are 
drowned in perfect love.” 

Thank and praise God for the courage and faith available to you.  

 

NOTES: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TUESDAY 
Read Judges 6:11-24 aloud twice, then think about or discuss together the following 
questions: 

• What did you notice in this story? What phrase or word stood out for you? Take time to 
discuss. 

• What word is repeated by Gideon in verse 13 & 15? Any thoughts on this?  
• Vs 17-18 What does this show is important for us as a church community? How can we 

be intentional in this?  

 

Corporate prayer  

• Pray for fresh Holy Spirit given courage for our church leadership - Elders (network and 
site), Pastors, CLT. 

• Pray for new confidence and strength for our various ministries:  youth leaders, 
children's ministry leaders, growth group leaders, administrators, finance etc. 

• Pray for us a whole church that we continue to prepare our hearts to follow God.  

  

Personal Reflection  

Pray/journal the following questions: 

• Vs 11 What area of your life do you find yourself hiding from? Or perhaps trying to hide 
from God?  

• Vs 12 Can you hear God speak this into that area of fear?  
• Vs 13 & 15 What things have you been using or feeling ’buts’ about? ‘But sir if...’ ‘But 

Lord how...’ 
• Vs 18 Imagine God speaking this to you right now. God is always there waiting for us. 

Waiting for us to receive the courage to face our fear. God waits to bring healing where 
we need it. To give us strength and faith to trust and follow God’s leading to ‘enter the 
land’.  

 

OPTIONAL EXTRAS 

Vs 12 – Song Prayer: Spend time listening to song “No Longer Slaves” - Chose some of the 
words for prayer. 



Vs 18 – Scripture Prayer: Spend time writing and praying your own prayer based on this verse.  

Vs 23 - Breath Prayer: Spend time breathing slowly and deeply. Breath in the peace of God and 
breath out any fear.   

 

NOTES: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WEDNESDAY 
Read Ephesians 6:10-18 

The idea of the devil in our day, more often causes people to snigger and imagine a red 
cartoon figure with a pitchfork rather than any evil we should defend or fight against.   

In the book ‘The Screwtape Letters’ by author and theologian CS Lewis he describes a head 
demon ‘Screwtape’ giving advice to a junior trainee demon ‘Wormwood’ on how to influence 
his human target. Screwtape writes in his letter to Wormwood “The fact that ‘devils’ are 
predominantly comic figures in the modern imagination will help you. If any faint suspicion of 
your existence begins to arise in his mind, suggest to him a picture of something in red tights, 
and persuade him that since he cannot believe in that (it is an old textbook method of 
confusing them) he therefore cannot believe in you.”    

However, the Bible is clear that the devil is very real, and he has schemes and plans to ‘steal, 
kill and destroy’ anything and anyone whom God has created and loves. (John 10:7-10)  

We know that Jesus Christ has won the final victory in his life, death, resurrection and 
ascension, however the battle continues to rage on here and now as Satan tries to bring 
destruction to humanity and all of creation.  Part of the enemy’s plan is to make Christianity 
and the Church as ineffective and impotent as possible.    

Think about or discuss the following. 

• What specific areas do you see we as a church are particularly vulnerable to attack? 
What are our areas of weakness you notice the enemy tries to influence?  

• How can we be more aware of and alert to the attack of the enemy?  
• What can we do together to oppose the enemy’s scheme?  

 

Corporate Prayer 

• Spend time confessing and seeking forgiveness for any areas we have allowed the 
enemy a foothold.  

• Ask God for wisdom and discernment as we seek to move forward to ‘enter the land’. 

 

Personal Reflection 

• At this present time, where are you personally most vulnerable to attack?  
• What piece of amour do you need currently?  



Pray for God’s light to shine in any areas of darkness within or around us. Give thanks for 
God’s protection and peace we can know amidst any attack.  

 

NOTES: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



THURSDAY 
Read Mark 9:14-29 aloud twice 

• What word or phrase stands out for you in this scene? Or what question/wondering 
arises?  
 

Notice the hubbub and commotion of the crowds. There seems to be much argument, dispute 
and exclamation – but little wisdom. What Jesus says needs to be taken to heart.  

Reread key verses 28-29 “...only by prayer.” 

Yesterday in the Ephesians 6 reading, the list of the Armor of God ends with “And pray in the 
Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and 
always keep on praying for all the saints.” (Ephesians 6:18)  

As a church, and as individuals we cannot engage in either offense or defense against the 
enemy without a consistent prayer, personally and corporately. Pray is a key value of Hope 
Presbyterian Church and the rock that underpins everything else. As we seek to ‘enter the 
land’ and push back the powers of darkness may we continue to pray with and for each other.  

 

Corporate Prayer 

• Spend time asking God for a new and fresh engagement in prayer across our church 
sites and ministries.  

• Pray for our current prayer meetings, gatherings and small groups. Pray for their 
blessings and protection as they pray for our congregations.  

• Pray that God would draw more people into committed prayer.  
• Pray for fresh revelation, prophetic declaration and creative inspiration to come from 

hearts of prayer.  

 

Personal Reflection 

• Am I aware of an area in my life I have not surrendered to God? Is there an attitude or 
behavior that the enemy can have an influence in or use to bring harm to both myself 
and others?  

• Have I recently experienced the sense of imprisonment or of being out of control?  



Spend some time speaking and sitting (listening) with the Lord about this.  Jesus understands 
and is longing to be there for me. Ask Christ to free you from this. 

Jesus wants to expel anything that keeps me from sight or hearing, any spirit that threatens 
my peace of mind.   

Spend time thanking God for the freedom and healing we receive in Christ.  

If you feel a need or prompting for prayer with someone, please contact a friend or perhaps 
your Growth Group Leader or Site Pastor. Sometimes we need another to stand alongside us 
in prayer, particularly if we feel we are being attacked by a spiritual enemy in some way.   

 

NOTES: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FRIDAY 
Read 1 Peter 5:6-11 and then think about or discuss the following. 

• How can you begin or continue to trust the Lord with your circumstances today, this 
week, month and the coming year?  

• How do we model to and encourage each other as a church family what trust in God 
look like in our day to day lives? 

•  Peter warns us about our enemy (v. 8). What is the devil’s intention for believers? How 
do we remain vigilant against the devil? How can we actively resist his influence on our 
church community? 

Corporate Prayer 

Spend some time praying for each other in small groups of 3’s. Share with each other a prayer 
need based in the Bible reading.  

Possible suggestions  

• Prayer against anxiety and instead for a deeper trust in God. 
• Prayer to be more alert to the attack of the enemy no matter how subtle. 
• Prayer for wisdom in how to resist the enemy’s temptation.  
• Prayer to know freshly the grace and call of God. 

Peter ends these verses in worship. Spend time together as a larger group praising God and 
giving thanks for the grace and protection we have in Christ. 

Personal Reflection 

Peter calls believers to stand in faith with the knowledge that we are not alone.  

• What responsibility do you feel for the faith of other believers?  
• What strength do you draw from the fact that we are not experiencing these times of 

crisis alone? 
• Who in your life needs the encouragement that these verses bring? 

Peter encourages us by reminding us that the God of grace himself is the powerful God who 
will “restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish” us.  

• How does the knowledge that God is not distant but intimately involved in our suffering 
encourage you? 

• Who do you have in your life that you can share your struggle and temptations with? 
Who do you go to if you are feeling ‘got at’ by the enemy?  



One of the key tactics of the enemy is to isolate us; to make us feel like we are the only one 
with ‘that problem’ or temptation. A great way to combat this & resist the devil, is to 
intentionally find someone you can share your struggles with and who can pray with and for 
you. If you are unsure who this could be, please do contact Hope Church Staff for help as they 
will be able to help connect you with someone. 

Spend time thanking God for the gift on belonging to a faith community of people we can walk 
alongside and also who we can seek comfort and friendship from.  

 

NOTES: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 


