
 

Week One Prayer Diary: 
Prayerfully Enter the Land with VISION 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3 Weeks of Prayer 
“Prayerfully Enter the Land” 

January 17th, 24th & 31st 
 

Our Theme for 2021 is “Enter the Land”. We are continuing to build upon the 
previous two years of “Get Ready” and “Ready, Set, Go”, and now believe God is 
calling us both individually and corporately as a church to take action, to step into 
the new land God has for us. We ground this theme in both the story of Joshua in 
the Old Testament and its parallel or ‘sister’ New Testament letter, Ephesians. 

In this context, the use of the metaphor of land means ‘the purpose and promise of 
God’. To “enter the land” is actively partnering with God to see God’s Kingdom come 
and will be done on earth as in heaven. 

When we speak of entering the land, it is not a literal, physical location, but rather 
as ‘whenua’, that holds a deeper sense of spiritual identity and destiny.  So, in 
“entering the land” we are wanting to step into our identity as followers of Christ, 
and the destiny God has for us. To intentionally learn and live in the promise and 
purpose of God for each one of us and together as a church community. In 
partnering with God to see God’s Kingdom come, we are acknowledging God’s ‘tino 
rangatiratanga’ (absolute sovereignty) and seeking to live this out in all parts of our 
lives. This is what we mean to “enter the land.” 

 

The following devotional and prayer guide is divided up into three sections for 
each day.  

• The first section is a brief bible passage and reflection.  
• The second is corporate prayer for our church and to use in prayer 

meetings, or if praying together with others.  
• The third section is for personal reflection and prayer. 

 

 



MONDAY 
 

Helen Keller (1880-1968 was born deaf and blind but once said, "The only thing worse than 
being born blind is to be born with sight but with no vision.” 

PROVERBS 29:18a (King James Version) “Where there is no vision, the people perish …” 

The Hebrew translation for “vision” means, “divine communication.” When we talk about 
Godly vision, we are talking about something that would be impossible for us to come up with 
on our own. 

A Modern Paraphrase of the Bible, The Passion Translation, observes about vision: “The 
Hebrew word used here can refer to “vision of the night,” “dream,” “oracle,” or “revelation.” 
The Septuagint reads “where there is no prophetic seer [or interpreter].” 

Our God is a God of vision. God called Abraham the father of many nations long before his 
wife ever had her first child. God saw a King in a young shepherd boy named David! God saw 
the mother of the Messiah in a young virgin girl. God saw the Queen who would rescue a 
nation in an orphan. What a mighty God we serve! 

• What does it mean ‘to perish’ from lack of vision or ‘divine communication’?  
• Read Matthew 4:1-4. How does this alter or inform your idea of ‘vision’ from God?  

 

Corporate Prayer 

• Pray for our elders, pastoral and ministry teams as they seek God for ongoing vision for 
our church.  

• Pray for wisdom, discernment, and clarity.  
• Pray for unity of heart and mind.  
• Pray for courage in difficult conversations.  
• Pray for powerful prophetic revelation.  

 

Personal Reflection 

• What is a vision God has given to you? Perhaps a big lifelong vision or maybe a more 
recent immediate one. What is it that God has ignited inside of you for your life, your 
family, or for your church? 

• How do we test what we sense God is saying, the vision He has given us? 

Steve
as above

Steve
How do we test what GOd is saying would be a good question to ask...and inform people how to do that?

Esther Sabey
Cool, I’ve included an article i thought explained it well. :) 



  

Spend some time praying/journaling your thoughts and responses to today's devotion and 
questions. 

OPTIONAL EXTRA The following article by Dr Krish Kandiah who is the Contributing Editor to 
Christianity Today.  

https://www.christiantoday.com/article/5.ways.to.test.whether.youve.heard.from.god/81515
.htm 

 

 

NOTES: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.christiantoday.com/article/5.ways.to.test.whether.youve.heard.from.god/81515.htm
https://www.christiantoday.com/article/5.ways.to.test.whether.youve.heard.from.god/81515.htm


TUESDAY 
 

Read Joshua 1:1-5, Philippians 3:13-14 

Vs 5 - This is Chapter One’s climactic statement: “No man shall be able to stand before you…I 
will be with you.” God promised to be with Joshua just as he was with Moses. In Christ, God is 
with you just as he was with Jesus. 

• Discuss what could the ‘promised land’ be for us as a church? Use the below to help 
with some thoughts. 

• What is the ‘promised land’ for our youth ministry & our family and children’s ministry?  
• What is the ‘promised land’ for our leadership team?  
• What is the ‘promised land’ for our prayer groups, growth groups and community 

ministries? 
• What is the ‘promised land’ for our marriages, our friendships, our communities?  

 

Corporate Prayer  

• Pray for the above areas identified as representing ‘promised land’ for our church. 
• Pray for us as a church to let go of and shed anything that is not of God, anything that is 

holding us back. Even if it seems to be a ‘good thing’.  
• Pray for clarity of vision for where we as a church are going as we seek to ‘enter the 

land’.  

 

Personal Reflection 

God promised to be with Joshua just as he was with Moses. In Christ, God is with you just as 
he was with Jesus.  

• Are you at peace with God?  
• Are you living in obedience to God and fully surrendered to him in your heart and 

actions?  
• As you enter 2021 what is God asking you to let go of? How are you going to do that? 
• Do you hear God say “I will be with you.”? How does that feel?  

Spend time in prayer and/or use the below prayer to begin.  

“Lord, I know I have a long way to go before becoming perfect as You are. However, I choose 
again today to press on to possess the perfection which you Jesus, have possessed in me. I 



know I haven’t achieved this yet, but I focus on this one thing; Forgetting the past and looking 
forward to what lies ahead, I press on to reach the end of the race. Lord today, I remind my 
soul, my mind and my heart that You are always with me. That You have called me and when I 
am with You, and You with me I can only succeed. No matter what that success may look like – 
in Your Will the outcome is always the best. Thank you, God, for the heavenly prize You have 
waiting for me, and that You continue to call me through Christ, to enter the land of Your good 
promise and purposes for me. Lord I believe. Help me and deliver me from any unbelief. 
Amen. 

 

 

NOTES: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WEDNESDAY 
 

Read Exodus 3:1-15 aloud 3 times with a brief pause in between each reading 

Share or journal what you noticed in this reading.  

• What word or phrase stands out for you? What questions do you have?  
• What application is there from this text for you personally and/or for the wider church 

family? 

 

Corporate Prayer 

From the previous observations and sharing, what do you feel led to pray for our church based 
on this scripture?  

• Pray for our church (leaders and congregations) to hear and feel the heartbeat of God’s 
vision for our communities. 

• Pray for the oppression of people within our local community. Name the things God 
brings to mind that could be causing oppression and distress (vs7). 

 

Personal Reflection 

• Have you recently responded to the Lord with “Here I am”? (vs 4) Why or why not?  
• Does the question “Who am I?” (vs11) resonate with you? When you ask God that 

questions what is the answer you hear?  
• What is God’s vision of and for you?  

 

Pray to be open to hearing and obeying the voice of God. Use your own words or begin with 
the prayer below.  

“Heavenly Father, what a long period of training Moses had to undergo to be prepared for the 
work You destined to do in his life. At times I am so impetuous and want things done in my life 
immediately, and yet I realize You take time to call and train and fashion and hone Your 
servants in the things You have prepared for them to do. Develop in me that same patient 
spirit and humble heart I see in Moses and remove from my character anything that dishonors 
Your holy name, this I pray in Jesus' name, AMEN.” 

 



NOTES: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THURSDAY 
 

A great media resource you may want to check out is found online at: 

https://bibleproject.com/church-at-home/week30-holiness/ 

 

Read aloud Isaiah 6:1-13 

The prophet Isaiah has a wild and beautiful vision where he witnesses Yahweh on the throne 
and heavenly creatures calling out “holy, holy, holy.”  Isaiah is unraveled by the sight and 
aware that he might be destroyed because of his impurity.  But then a creature, the 
“seraphim,” touches Isaiah’s lips with a hot coal from God’s altar and tells him, “your guilt is 
taken away and your sin is atoned for.” Instead of being destroyed by this burning coal, it 
somehow makes Isaiah pure.  Normally in the Bible, if something pure touches someone 
impure, the impurity transfers and defiles the purity. But Isaiah’s vision presents a new idea. 
Now we see a purified object transferring its purity onto someone impure. Isaiah is not ruined 
like he feared. He is transformed in the presence of God’s holiness. 

Think about or discuss the following questions.  

• Would you want to experience this vision – or a similar one – yourself? Why or why not?  
• How helpful would it be at the beginning of a mission?  

The text emphasizes the transcendent holiness of the God of Israel.  

• To what extent does this reinforce your current understanding of God? To what extent 
does it challenge that understanding? In what ways is it different? 

In Isaiah’s vision, God is associated with the Temple in Jerusalem.  

• When you think about God, do you think of God as more associated with some places 
than others? Which one(s)? Why? What are the advantages of associating God with a 
particular place? What are the disadvantages of doing that? 

Isaiah in this vision does not hesitate to accept a commission from the God of Israel.  

•  What seems to enable Isaiah to respond in this way (can we tell)? Do you think this has 
to do more with the individual, or with the work being planned, or both? 

 

https://bibleproject.com/church-at-home/week30-holiness/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/isaiah
https://bibleproject.com/explore/witness/
https://bibleproject.com/videos/yhwh-lord


Corporate Prayer 

Spend some time together acknowledging the holiness, awe and wonder of Almighty God. You 
may like to sing together or put on some praise music.  

Possible songs for worship: “I worship you Almighty God, there is none like You” 

                                                  “All heavens declare, the glory of the risen Lord” 

                                                   “How great thou art” 

                                                   “Way Maker” 

                                                    “Our God is an awesome God”  

                                                    “Praises (Be lifted up)” 

                                                     “We place You, on the highest place” 

                                                     “What a beautiful name” 

                                                     “Majesty”  

 

After a time of worship and proclaiming who God is, allow time to ask and share with each 
other of any areas, we as a church congregation need to confess and repent of. Allow time for 
Holy Spirit to bring things to mind and lay these things down at the cross. 

Finish with a time of acknowledging and accepting God’s forgiveness. 

 

Personal Reflection 

Take note that the coal in Isaiah’s vision is taken from the altar, the place where sacrifice is 
made. Reflect on the sacrifice Jesus made for you in order to say, “your guilt is taken away.”  

• What comes to mind? 

Isaiah says, “I am a man of unclean lips and come from a people of unclean lips.” Isaiah is 
aware that unholy words defile a person. Jesus repeats this idea in Matthew 15:11.  

• If all your words and the words of your people were tape recorded this past week, which 
words would you want Jesus to purify? Take time to pray and receive God’s forgiveness 
now. 

Ask for a new and fresh vision and revelation of how God sees you today.  

 

https://bibleproject.com/explore/sacrifice-atonement


NOTES: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



FRIDAY 
 

Read Ephesians 1:3-20 

Think about or discuss together the following. 

• When you first read v. 3 what was your initial reaction? Did you share in Paul’s 
exuberance? Were you confused? Elaborate.   

• “In the heavenly realms.” What do you think it means in this context? 

“Every spiritual blessing” refers to all that Paul is about to describe, in vv. 4- 14.  

Find and discuss the four “spiritual blessings” that Paul describes here. As you name each one, 
try to give a simple definition or description.  

 1. God sees you as perfect (v. 4, holy and blameless)  

• How does the recognition of the way that God sees you help with your actual behavior 
and character now?  

2. God has adopted you as His child (v. 5)  

• How does this adoption give you the security and identity to live with confidence and 
grounded optimism?  

3. God has redeemed you (v. 7)  

• What bearing does your redemption have on how you live today? What accomplished 
this redemption for you? 2  

4. God has included you in His grand scheme (vv. 8-10)  

• What is God’s grand scheme, as described here? New Testament commentator F.F. 
Bruce calls this ultimate plan, “to gather up the fragmented and alienated universe,” 
speaking of the phrase, “bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth.” How do you 
feel about this idea? In what way can being let in on this grand scheme affect how you 
approach life today?  

Paul concludes this section by explaining how practical the knowledge of these spiritual 
blessings can be.  

As our eyes are opened to all that we have in Christ, what can be the result?  

What is meant by the phrase, “the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people?”  



 “Our inheritance is in Christ. That’s where our greatest treasure is found. But God’s glorious 
inheritance is in his holy people. In you and me and people from every nation in all the earth.” 

 

Corporate Prayer 

• Pray for our Hope Church like Paul did, that “the eyes of our heart will be enlightened.”  
• Ask for God’s vision and perspective for each member of our Church family. 

Personal Reflection 

Spend time praying through and/or journaling your responses based on the 4 spiritual 
blessings above. 

• What does “In Christ” mean?  (v. 13) 
• All of these spiritual blessings are said to be ours if we are “in Christ.” How many times 

do you see that phrase, or something similar (such as “in him”) show up in these verses?  
• Which of these 4 ‘spiritual blessings’ is most relevant for you personally in your current 

season? 
• Is there one or more of these spiritual blessings that you feel you haven’t really taken 

hold of yet? 

Paul concludes this section by explaining how practical the knowledge of these spiritual 
blessings can be. As our eyes are opened to all that we have in Christ, what can be the result 
for us in our personally lives?  

What is meant by the phrase, “the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people?”  

 “Our inheritance is in Christ. That’s where our greatest treasure is found. But God’s glorious 
inheritance is in his holy people. In you and me and people from every nation in all the earth.  

God has said, “You’re the one I want forever and ever, my inheritance, my treasure!”  

• What does that give you?  
• What are some ways that you can enjoy, and reap the benefits of, this eye-opening 

passage?  

Spend some time praying that “the eyes of your heart will be enlightened.” to know the true 
vision of who you really are in Christ.  

 

 

 

 



NOTES: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 


